
Solars Guide No. 2

Solar Energy Basics #2

Main System Types
Use this one-page checklist to decide which solar system type is right for you. Answer the 
questions for yourself and ask the same of your installer.

Questions to Ask Yourself

Do I want the lowest upfront cost possible? → If yes, a grid-connected system is 
recommended.


Is my grid connection reliable year-round? → If no, then a hybrid system is 
recommended.


Do I want protection from outages? → If yes, a hybrid system is recommended.


Do I want full independence from the grid? → If yes, then an off-grid system is 
recommended.


Am I in a city, town, or remote area? → City = Grid-connected. Town = Hybrid. Remote = 
Off-grid.


Can I budget for batteries now or later? → If yes, then hybrid or off-grid systems are 
recommended.

Questions to Ask Your Installer

Which system type do you recommend for my energy use? Why?


How would you size a system for me — grid, hybrid, or off-grid?


If I start grid-connected, can I add batteries later?


What’s the payback period for each option?


What happens during grid outages with each system type?


Do you have case studies or local clients with systems like mine?

Your Decision
Tick one after weighing your answers and installer advice:

Grid-Connected Hybrid Off-Grid
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